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The Lost Children Project.
Another Balsall Heath connection.
This week in the Archives I looked at the
Management Committee minutes and came across
another interesting Balsall Heath connection. In 1899
the Homes were seeking to recruit a new
Superintendent and Matron for the new receiving
home, Fairview, in Halifax, Nova Scotia. They
interviewed various couples and decided to appoint
Mr & Mrs Lloyd of Mary St, Balsall Heath at a salary
of £100 a year on top of board and lodging for
themselves & their children. They also agreed to pay
for the freight of their goods.
The Ancestry website reveals that this was Llewellyn
Lloyd and his wife Helen who had two children,
Herbert and Edith who were living at 140, Upper
Mary St.
The 1901 Canadian Census shows them living in
Halifax and indeed, the Management Committee
Minutes make reference to Mr Lloyd visiting
emigrated children.
However, in 1906 the whole family returned to
England and in 1911 were living at 10, Strensham
Road, Balsall Heath in quite a large
house. Llewellyn was aged 60 by now. His son,
Herbert, was aged 24 and had married in Canada.
His wife, Olive, was living there but had been born in
Halifax. They also had two children, Charles and
Helen, aged 1 & 2 both born in Birmingham. The
Lloyds stayed in Birmingham after that. I am
intending to revisit the records to see why they
returned. (Val Hart)

It is thrilling that the refurbishment of this building has
now been completed, thanks to a 1.7 million grant
from The Heritage Lottery fund as well as other
funders. An opening day was held on May 8th and it
is all set for a bright future.
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The former Moseley School of Art,
in Balsall Heath, erected in 1899,
was designed by the leading local
Arts and Crafts architect William H.
Bidlake. It was the first purposebuilt art school in the country,
having been created as a branch of
the Birmingham School of Art and
had many famous alumni including:
Pop Art co-founder Peter Phillips,
UB40 singer Ali Campbell and
Fleetwood Mac's Christine McVie,
Trevor Beattie, Norman Pett, Earl
Falconer, Brian Travers and James
Brown (UB40).
There were strong protests at the
time of its closure in 1976 but it
was eventually bought by the
British Association of Muslims,
although it was already in a poor
state at that time. They refurbished
the building so that it could be used
by the community but the extent of
the maintenance that was possible
within its own incoming resources,
was however limited and some
building elements continued to
deteriorate significantly. It has been
on Historic England’s Heritage at
Risk Register for the past 20 years.
The building is now owned by the
Moseley Muslim Community
Association who aim to reconnect
the building to its heritage as a
centre for creativity and inclusivity.
The plan going forward is to
provide a combination of
workspace to generate income,
and community space.
More information is available on
the website:
moseleycommunityhub.org.uk

Coming soon
“Stars of Balsall Heath”, a new publication by Balsall
Heath Local History Society
Over the years many of the residents of Balsall
Heath have contributed to both the life of the
community, the city and the country and, in some
cases, the whole world. This is our first volume of
tributes to some of these shining stars. Here you will
find some you will know from stage and screen or
print. Others have changed the place we live in for
the better.

Balsall Heath Local History Society
& Birmingham History Theatre Company
present

A Dramatic Street Trail
Edward Rd, Mary St, George St & Tindal St.

Sunday, June 2nd at 2 p.m
Starting from the front of The Old Print Works,
Moseley Rd.
These roads were part of the estate of the Rev,
Vincent Edwards and the first to be developed, from
1833 onwards.
Meet some of the people who lived and worked here
and visit our heritage sites.

Other Events
2nd June – 27th June
Watt 2019
SOHO HOUSE MUSEUM
Soho Avenue (off Soho Road),
Handsworth, Birmingham,
Soho House continues its Watt
2019 celebrations throughout June
with regular tours “dedicated to the
lives and works of James Watt and
his
longstanding
friend
and
business partner Matthew Boulton”.
The first is on Sunday 2nd June and
then every Wednesday and
Thursday until the 27th. These cost
£7 each. Discounts are available.
13th June
The Kitchen Garden Café, 17 York
Road. B14 7SA
Bev Bevan & Des Tong: Talking
Birmingham's Rock History
The Eight O’Clock Rock Chats, are
bringing back Rock History with
updated visuals, plenty of great
music and Q&A. Because Des &
Bev know everyone who is anyone
in this town’s rock n roll past - expect
a surprise guest or two. Bev is
taking time out from touring to share
their wealth of knowledge on
Birmingham’s
fantastic
rock
heritage.
Tickets: £15

Next meeting.
Thursday June 27th
The speaker will be Ned
Williams on “The Birmingham
Onion Fair.”
7 p.m for a 7.30 start.
St Paul’s Venture, Hertford St.
Visitors and new
always welcome.
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